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An Attitude of Gratitude.  Shall we seek the Lord’s presence…

Thanksgiving. To most Americans the word Thanksgiving means many things. Turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, turnips, greens, cranberry sauce, football, and family. Yes to most American men at least, that would be about the order of their thoughts when you mention the word Thanksgiving. Food, football and family. In that order they list what’s really important. And maybe a prayer of thanks before they gorge themselves with far more then they have a capacity to hold. Then they go back for more stuffing, and maybe a little more turkey, can’t forget a little more mashed potatoes, gravy and maybe some greens. After that’s been forced down the desserts hit the table. Got to have pumpkin pie and apple pie with just one, no maybe two scoops of vanilla.

How much better it feels when the belt is opened a couple of notches. Then holding his stomach as if it would explode he makes his way to the living room couch as he joins the other football fanatics for the afternoon Thanksgiving tradition before the family altered entertainment center. No walk scheduled on this bright and sunny day as the game is an important conference game. Five minutes and snoring is disturbing the women who are trying to have a decent conversation about the defects in the character of the family members who could not make it at the last minute. Seems that’s an annual tradition with them. 

In Luke 21:34, Jesus said “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” What does surfeiting mean? Overeating. What is drunkenness? It’s more than alcohol or drugs. If it is something that draws your attention from God and you really need to see it, hear it, smell it, touch it or eat it, no doubt it is intoxicating in nature. Especially if you just have to have it. When your behavior is out of the normal pattern, just so you don’t miss what you have to have, then I think it is properly labeled intoxicating, which leads to the drunkenness. And what are the cares of this life? The little family get together I just described represents what will take place all over this nation on Thursday next.

Am I saying a get together with family is wrong? Not at all. Strengthening family bonds is a good thing. Then what’s wrong and what’s missing? 

When Jesus and the bounty of God is not the reason for giving thanks, the occasion could be called “thankless giving,” and all who participate do so to the honor of self.

Psalm 69:30   I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.

What is it that we have to be thankful for? 

What a list we could create if we took the time. 

I would have to say at the top of the list would have to be the 

1. “Eternal Covenant”. What is a covenant? You could say it is a solemn and formal agreement between two or more persons or groups of persons in which the conditions are stipulated regarding the obligations of the parties to the agreement. We read of many universal covenants God made with man. But the Eternal Covenant was made way back in eternity between the Father and the Son. There it was decided that if any of the created beings in the universe endowed with free choice, were to commit the act of disobedience that would bring the sentence of death, then the Son would offer Himself to save the offender and all who would follow in disobedience. Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 

2. The second item on this list would have to be the actions of the Holy Spirit to woo the rebel to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. If we decide that this world is where we want to be and everything this life has to offer is what we want, our hearts will harden to the urgings of the Spirit, just as clay hardens in the sun. Yet the same sun melts butter, and so is the heart melted by the love of God when brought into a loving relationship with Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 4:7   “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.”

3. The third item on my list of thankfulness would be a loving Savior who took my place on the cross and died my second death and a loving Father who allowed it to happen. Say it with me, John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

4. I thank God for the One who lived the life that is my example in all things. First Peter 2:21 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:”  

5. I thank God for my Mediator – 1 Tim 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”  

6. I thank God for my High Priest – Hebrews 8:1 “We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; “

7. The conquering king soon to come back according to His promise in John 14:3 “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  
8. I thank God for the New Jerusalem. To see the lame run on the golden streets, and the blind to behold the awesome sights and the deaf to hear the angelic choirs. To see my God face to face, and to hear His words, well done.
9. I thank God for Eternity. The story of the pigeon.
10. I thank God for His un-matchless love.
11. I thank God for His mercy, which has no bounds.
12. I thank God for His exhaustless Grace.
13. I thank God for His eternal longsuffering.
14. I thank God for His infinite patience
15. I thank God for the watch-care of His Guardian angels, as I recall the many times He spared my life, once 3 times in one day. 
16. I thank God for family, my flesh and blood, my church family and my heavenly family.
17. I thank God for the Blessings of food for nourishment, too often taken for granted.
18. I thank God for the Blessings of a healthy body and the ability to walk, as there are so many lame and wheelchair bound, to talk, to see, to listen, to feel and to love.
19. I thank God for the Blessings of the God who rules nature and replenishes the earth with water and fresh air.
20. I thank God for the Blessings of the sun, the moon and the stars.
21. I thank God for the Bible in which we learn how to live spiritually and temperately and from which we draw many lessons on how to live godly lives.
22. I thank God for the Blessings of labor and rest from labor
23. I thank God for the Prayer. What a privilege we have to stand before God on our knees and know that He cares about our every need and hears our supplications, He even puts our tears in a bottle.
24. I thank God for the Sunsets. What a blessing to watch the sky come ablaze with reds and pinks, blues and grays. Many different formations of clouds in an awe inspiring show that is ever changing before our eyes, just before the day ends as it gives way to darkness.
25. I thank God for the oceans roar on their seemingly endless advance and retreat with the tides.
26. I thank God for the birds that make the morning music as each day dawns anew.
27. I thank God for the animals of every kind and description, that brings joy to the heart of many a lonely soul. 
28. I thank God for the seasons that come and go. Spring representing new birth, summer a time to be out of doors, fall somewhat sad with the leaves that have a last moment to show their glory before yielding to death and decay, while winter brings shorter days and landscapes turned white with heaven’s blessings.  
29. I thank God for the fruit of the Spirit which includes love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, virtue, brotherly kindness and temperance.
30. I thank God for the gifts of the Spirit, which include apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, gifts of healing, evangelists, true shepherds of the flock, discernment, languages and interpreters, faith, knowledge, wisdom and understanding.
31. I am thankful for those in leadership who are unafraid to call a sin by its right name, even if it is unpopular with the majority.
32. I am grateful for a God who can make wise the simple, and confound the ones who are worldly wise.
33. And I thank God for a plethora of promises that He will keep with those who truly love Him.
34. Even sorrow and pain is a blessing when we understand that the day is not far off, where sorrow and pain will be no more.
35. Temptation too is a blessing when we can resist it to the glory of God.
36. I thank God also for being born in a country where we still have the right to worship as we please.
37. I thank God for the gift of the freedom to choose His plan of salvation. 
This is a short list as I really only had yesterday to work on it. Given a proper amount of time, it would take many days to count all our blessings. I’d like to read a few Psalms and other verses that express thanksgiving to God.
Psalm 50:14,15   Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:   And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 

Psalm 26:6,7   I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:  That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works.  

Psalm 95:1-3   O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.  For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 

Psalm 100:4   Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  

Psalm 107:21,22   Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!  And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.  

There are a few more in Psalms but we will turn to: 

Isaiah 51:3   For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 

2 Corinthians 4:14,15   Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.  

2 Corinthians 9:10-12,15   Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness; Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.  For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.  

Philippians 4:6   Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  

Colossians 2:6,7   As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Colossians 4:2   Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; (Paul wrote this epistle while he was in chains) 

MH 258 “Open your heart to His love, and let it flow out to others. Remember that all have trials hard to bear, temptations hard to resist, and you may do something to lighten these burdens. Express gratitude for the blessings you have; show appreciation of the attentions you receive. Keep the heart full of the precious promises of God, that you may bring forth from this treasure, words that will be a comfort and strength to others. This will surround you with an atmosphere that will be helpful and uplifting. Let it be your aim to bless those around you, and you will find ways of being helpful, both to the members of your own family and to others.”  

 CS 23 “However large, however small the possessions of any individual, let him remember that it is his only in trust. For his strength, skill, time, talents, opportunities, and means, he must render an account to God. This is an individual work; God gives to us, that we may become like Him, generous, noble, beneficent, by giving to others. Those who, forgetful of their divine mission, seek only to save or to spend in the indulgence of pride or selfishness, may secure the gains and pleasures of this world; but in God's sight, estimated by their spiritual attainments, they are poor, wretched, miserable, blind, naked.  When rightly employed, wealth becomes a golden bond of gratitude and affection between man and his fellow men, and a strong tie to bind his affections to his Redeemer. The infinite gift of God's dear Son calls for tangible expressions of gratitude from the recipients of His grace.” 

MH 253 "Let the peace of God rule in your hearts; . . . and be ye thankful." Colossians 3:15. “Forgetting our own difficulties and troubles, let us praise God for an opportunity to live for the glory of His name. Let the fresh blessings of each new day awaken praise in our hearts for these tokens of His loving care. When you open your eyes in the morning, thank God that He has kept you through the night. Thank Him for His peace in your heart. Morning, noon, and night, let gratitude as a sweet perfume ascend to heaven.”  

At this time I would like each of you who has an attitude of gratitude to God, for something very special to your heart, I want you to stand and thank Him directly and we will quietly listen. I will begin, please feel free to follow. Thank you dear God for Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church and my brothers and sisters worshipping here with us. 

Who is next?

Shall we pray….
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