“WEEP NOT FOR ME!”
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Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Weep Not For Me” 

Opening Hymn: p 163 At the Cross

Luke 23:26-31 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto them said, 

Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us, For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

OPENING PRAYER:
I. “Weep” To cry, to shed a tear, to lament, to wail. Weeping may endure for a night but joy comes in the morning. Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything there is a season, and at time to every purpose under the heaven… verse 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. Weep, weeping, wepth appears X times in the Bible. The first Bible verse I learned was “Jesus Wept”. I have learned that the human brain has an amazing ability to put together words from one word to the next. Have you ever had an opportunity when you started to say something, got the first word out of your mouth and then changed your mind and the next word was different than what you planned but changed the entire meaning of the sentence. Or reflected on a statement in such a way that your tone changed the entire sentence. For example: “Do YOU still beat your wife?” Is totally different than “Do you STILL beat your wife?” or “Do you still BEAT your wife?” and “Do you still beat YOUR wife?” and finally “Do you still beat your WIFE?” When I first read this expression I imagined that Jesus was thinking of all the tears shedded over 4000 years of Bible history, when Adam and Eve where put out of the Garden of Eden, when Cain killed his brother Abel; when Noah had to go into the Ark with only his wife, their sons and wives; when Jacob mourned the lost of Joseph, when David lamented over the loss of the bastard child of Bathsheba, when Ruth lost both her sons and husband and the stories go on and on. But I digress.
II. “Weep Not” In today’s text the very next word changes the entire meaning from a time of weeping to a time not to weep. Lot was informed not to weep for his wife and their sons-in-law and Lot’s wife refused and was turned to a pillar of salt. After the resurrection Jesus told Mary not to weep. So we see there are times that weeping should not happen and this is one of those times but the plot thickens.
III. “Weep For” As we study the text the verse reveals who the daughters should weep for: For yourselves, and for your children. Why would Jesus tell the Daughters of Jerusalem to weep for themselves? Have you ever cried for yourself? I have, that is called self pity or a pity party, drowning in your own sorrow. When I lost my license for six months and had to shuffled around by someone else and would illegally drive to church on the Sabbath just one year ago I found myself bathing in sorrow. I went to God and told him that if he gave me one wish that I would not wish for a big house; within 30 days he moved me into my brother’s 3300 square foot home and now I live in a 5 bedroom country estate all to myself but I didn’t ask for that. I told him that I would not ask for a big fancy car, my brother wanted to borrow my truck so I often found myself styling around in his big Lincoln, but I did not ask for that. I told God that I wouldn’t ask for a big salary with a fancy title. I am now the Director of Marketing Programs for the International Mattah Movement of Cooperative Economics but I did not ask for that. At that moment when I was drowning in self pity and mourning my lack of movement I told God that what I wanted most was just to be the daddy to my children. You see my son, a victim of my selfishness was behind bars because I was not there when he needed me; my eldest daughter has an illegitimate child because I was not there to protect her from the ravaging wolves that will not come around if daddy is home. When she was born 21 years ago, I looked down in the annals of time and knew that I would have to protect her but alas! When she needed me the most, I was not there. I had been displaced out of the house, out of the city, out of the state and she thought that I had referred to her as a barbarian and called her mother a dog! Today, praise God we talk at least once weekly and I see her and my second granddaughter as often as I can. I am her daddy again and we can talk about anything. Praise God who answers prayers. He gave me just exactly what I asked for because Jesus said weep for your children.
IV. “Weep Not For Me!” This sermon type is known as a “telescope” where you gradually let out the topic until it is completed. The final word is me or myself or I. Which each person is always focused on what’s in it for me. The first person you look for in a group photo is yourself. Self preservation is known as the first law of nature. On an airplane they tell you to put your mask on first before you try to help someone else. You have to work out your own soul salvation before you can help someone else. You don’t want to save the world and your own soul be lost. But in today’s message, Jesus clearly says unselfishly “Weep Not For Me!” Why? Because Jesus could see resurrection morning. Jesus could see the Second Advent and the Holy City of Jerusalem as a bride adorned for her husband. Jesus could see this world made new. No more death, no more sorrow, no need for tears. Jesus knew that there would be a time when we could all rejoice together. Amen!
CLOSING PRAYER:
Closing Hymn: p 499 “What A Friend”
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