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As we read the parable of the sower and explore the meaning of it, every person in this sanctuary that listens with their understanding will be able to see them-selves as one of the four grounds herein described. We need to pay particular attention as only one of the four will be found worthy of eternal life. We will see how Jesus clearly illustrates the things of the kingdom of heaven, and the work He began for His people. Like a sower in the field, He came to scatter the heavenly grain of truth. 
Shall we seek God’s presence… Heavenly Father…
It was by the Sea of Galilee that a company had gathered to see and hear Jesus. It was an eager, expectant crowd that continued to increase in numbers. As the people pressed close about Christ until there was no room to receive them, He stepped into the boat that was waiting to take Him across the lake, and instructed His disciples to push off a little from the land, so that He could speak to the large gathering on the shore.  

Beside the sea lay the beautiful plain of Gennesaret. In the background were the hills, and upon the hillside and the plain were both sowers and reapers who were busy, the one casting seed and the other harvesting the early grain. Looking upon the scene, Christ said, in Matthew 13:3-8, “Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:  And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.” And then Jesus adds, “Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Keep a marker here as we will refer back.
May I have your eyes please? There is a tendency to want to keep reading on during a sermon. When that happens, the ears close and the focus shifts, and the important points that the Holy Spirit would bring to your understanding is missed. So when we read the scriptures and stop at a verse, look up and listen and learn.
In verse 37 we read, "He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man."
 Stay with me now as I want you to understand this point. Christ had come, not as a conquering king as those looking for the Messiah had supposed, but as a sower; not for the overthrow of kingdoms, but for the scattering of seed; not to point His followers to earthly triumphs and national greatness, but to a harvest to be gathered after patient toil and through losses and disappointments.  
The disciples themselves had not understood the parable, but their interest was awakened. They came to Jesus privately and asked for an explanation. Listen, this was the desire which Christ wished to arouse, that He might give them more definite instruction. He explained the parable to them, as He will make plain His word to all who seek Him in sincerity of heart. Those who study the word of God with hearts open to the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, will not remain in darkness as to the meaning of the word. Jesus said in John 7:17, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine…”. All who come to Christ for a clearer knowledge of the truth will receive it. In toil and tears, in solitude, and through sacrifice, the seed must be sown.  
Ever since the fall of man, Satan has been sowing the seeds of error. It was by a lie that he first gained control over men, and still he works to overthrow God's kingdom in the earth and to bring men under his power. 
Christ came to sow the world with truth. The word of God is the seed. Every seed has in itself a germinating principle. In it the life of the plant is enfolded. So there is life in God's word. Christ says, "The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life." John 6:63. "He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life." John 5:24. He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God.  

Receive into the soul by faith the incorruptible seed of the word, and it will bring forth a character and a life after the similitude of the character and the life of God. The opposite holds true. Receive into the soul the corruptible seed of the world and all it appears to offer as desirable, and it will bring forth a character and a life after the similitude of the character of Satan. Those are the only two contending forces in this great controversy. We choose which seed shall germinate in our hearts.

#1 - The Soil by the Wayside

Verse 3 “Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:”   What the parable of the sower chiefly deals with is the effect produced on the growth of the seed by the soil into which it is cast. Listen now because what Jesus said to the hearers then, he says to the hearers today, upon your reception or rejection of His word, your eternal destiny depends.  Explaining the seed that fell by the wayside, He said in verse 19, "When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the wayside." Stay with me now.
 The seed sown by the wayside represents the word of God as it falls upon the heart of an inattentive hearer. What kind of hearer? Like the hard-beaten path, worn by the traffic of the feet of people, so is the heart that becomes a highway for the world's traffic, its pleasures and sins. Absorbed in selfish aims and sinful indulgences, the soul is "hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." Heb. 3:13. The spiritual faculties are paralyzed. Men hear the word, but they don’t understand it. They do not discern that it applies to them-selves, nor do they do realize their need or their danger. They don’t perceive the love of Christ, and they pass by the message of His grace as something that does not concern them.  
As the birds are ready to catch up the seed from the wayside, so Satan is ready to catch away the seeds of divine truth from the soul. He fears that the word of God may awaken the careless, and take effect upon the hardened heart. Satan and his angels are in the assemblies where the gospel is preached. While angels of heaven endeavor to impress hearts with the word of God, the enemy is on the alert to make the word of no effect. While Christ is drawing the soul by His love, Satan tries to turn away the attention of the one who is moved to seek the Saviour. He leads the mind to think worldly thoughts, as some who are hear right now are so engaged. He excites criticism, or insinuates doubt and unbelief. Some dwell upon the defects of the speaker. Therefore the truth they need, and which God has graciously sent them, makes no lasting impression.
Satan has many helpers. Many who profess to be Christians are aiding the tempter to catch away the seeds of truth from other hearts. Many who listen to the preaching of the word of God make it the subject of criticism. They sit in judgment on the sermon as they would on the words of a politician. The message that should be regarded as the word of the Lord to them is dwelt upon with trifling or sarcastic comment. The speaker's character, motives, and actions, and the conduct of fellow members of the church, are freely discussed. Severe judgment is pronounced, gossip or slander repeated, and this in the hearing of the unconverted. The good seed finds no place to take root, and Satan catches it away. This is the wayside hearer. Are you listening?
#2 - In Stony Places
Now verses 20 and 21, "He that receiveth the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon (which means soon) with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended."  Now listen up and don’t miss what I’m about to say.
     The seed sown upon stony ground finds little depth of soil. The plant springs up quickly, but the root cannot penetrate the rock to find nutriment to sustain its growth, and it soon perishes. Many who make a profession of religion are stony-ground hearers. Like the rock which lies under the layer of earth, so the selfishness of the natural heart underlies the soil of their good desires and aspirations. The love of self is not subdued. They have not seen the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the heart has not been humbled under a sense of its guilt. This class may be easily convinced, and appear to be bright converts, but they have only a superficial religion.  
     It is not because men receive the word immediately, nor because they rejoice in it, that they fall away. But those who in the parable are said to receive the word immediately do not count the cost. They do not consider what the word of God requires of them. They do not bring it face to face with all their habits of life, and yield themselves fully to its control. They do not wish to make lifestyle changes.  
     The roots of the plant strike down deep into the soil and hidden from sight nourish the life of the plant. So with the Christian; it is by the invisible union of the soul with Christ, through faith, that the spiritual life is nourished. But the stony-ground hearers depend upon self instead of Christ. They trust in their good works and good impulses, and are strong in their own righteousness. They are not strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Such a one "hath not root in himself"; for he is not connected with Christ.  
     The hot summer sun that strengthens and ripens the hardy grain, destroys that which has no depth of root. So it is with he or she who "hath not root in himself," that "dureth for a while"; but "when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended." What that is saying is that many receive the gospel as a way of escape from suffering, rather than as a deliverance from sin. They rejoice for a season, for they think that religion will free them from difficulty and trial. While life moves smoothly with them, they may appear to be consistent Christians. But they faint beneath the fiery test of temptation. When others of family or friends or former church members ridicule them, they cannot bear reproach for Christ's sake. When the word of God points out some cherished sin, or requires self-denial or sacrifice, they are offended. It would cost them too much effort to make a radical change in their life. They look at the present inconvenience and trial, and forget the eternal realities. Like the disciples who left Jesus, they are ready to say, "This is an hard saying; who can hear it?" John 6:60.  
     True holiness is wholeness in the service of God. This is the condition of true Christian living. Christ asks for an unreserved consecration, for undivided service. He demands the heart, the mind, the soul, the strength. Self is not to be cherished. He who lives to himself is not a Christian. We do not belong to Christ unless we are His wholly. It is by half-heartedness in the Christian life that men become feeble in purpose and changeable in desire. The effort to serve both self and Christ makes one a stony-ground hearer, and he will not endure when the test comes upon him.

#3 - Among Thorns
Verse 22, "He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful."  
     The gospel seed often falls among thorns and noxious weeds; and if there is not a moral transformation in the human heart, if old habits and practices and the former life of sin are not left behind, if the attributes of Satan are not expelled from the soul, the wheat crop will be choked. Grace can thrive only in the heart that is being constantly prepared for the precious seeds of truth. The thorns of sin will grow in any soil; they need no cultivation; but grace must be carefully cultivated. 
The briers and thorns are always ready to spring up, and the work of purification must advance continually. If the heart is not kept under the control of God, if the Holy Spirit does not work unceasingly to refine and ennoble the character, the old habits will reveal themselves in the life. Men may profess to believe the gospel; but unless they are sanctified by the gospel their profession is of no avail. If they do not gain the victory over sin, then sin is gaining the victory over them. The thorns that have been cut off but not uprooted grow until the soul is overspread with them.  
     Christ specified the things that are dangerous to the soul. Luke specifies the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life. These are what choke the word, the growing spiritual seed. The soul ceases to draw nourishment from Christ, and spirituality dies out of the heart.  
     "The cares of this world." No class is free from the temptation to worldly care. To the poor, toil and deprivation and the fear of want bring perplexities and burdens. To the rich come fear of loss and a multitude of anxious cares. Many of Christ's followers forget the lesson He has bidden us learn from the flowers of the field. They do not trust to His constant care. Christ cannot carry their burden, because they do not cast it upon Him. Therefore the cares of life, which should drive them to the Saviour for help and comfort, separate them from Him.  
     Many who might be fruitful in God's service become bent on acquiring money and things. Their whole energy is absorbed in their work and they have no time for prayer, or for the study of the Bible, no time to seek and serve God. The things of eternity are made subordinate, the things of the world supreme. It is impossible for the seed of the word to bring forth fruit; for the life of the soul is given to nourish the thorns of worldliness.  

The love of riches has an infatuating, deceptive power. Too often those who possess worldly treasure forget that it is God who gives them power to get wealth. They say, "My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth." Deut. 8:17. Their riches, instead of awakening gratitude to God, lead to the exaltation of self. The seed of the word is choked with thorns.  
     And there is danger in amusement and sports that is sought merely for self-gratification. All habits of indulgence that weaken the physical powers, that becloud the mind, or that benumb the spiritual perceptions, are "fleshly lusts, which war against the soul." 1 Peter 2:11.  Whatever draws the affections away from Christ, is an enemy to the soul.   
Those who learn to love amusement for its own sake open the door to a flood of temptations. The power of discernment, which ought ever to be kept keen and sensitive to distinguish between right and wrong, is in a great measure destroyed. They are not quick to recognize the guiding voice of the Holy Spirit, or to discern the devices of Satan. Too often in time of danger they fall under temptation, and are led away from God. The end of their pleasure-loving life is ruin for this world and the world to come. 
     Cares, riches, pleasures, all are used by Satan in playing the game of life for the human soul. The warning is given in 1 John 2:15, 16.  "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." He who reads the hearts of men as an open book says, in Luke 21:34, "Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness and cares of this life." And the apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit writes in 1 Tim. 6:9, 10, "They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil; which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." And such are the ones called thorny ground hearers.
Preparation of the Soil

     Throughout the parable of the sower, Christ represents the different results of the sowing as depending upon the soil. He teaches that if the word of God fails of accomplishing its work in our hearts and lives, the reason is to be found in ourselves. We cannot change ourselves; but the power of choice is ours, and it rests with us to determine what we will become. The wayside, the stony-ground, the thorny-ground hearers do not have to remain in their respective conditions. The Spirit of God is ever seeking to break the spell of infatuation that holds men absorbed in worldly things, and to awaken a desire for the imperishable treasure. It is by resisting the Spirit that people become inattentive to, or neglectful of God's word. They are themselves responsible for the hardness of heart that prevents the good seed from taking root, and for the evil growths that check its development.  
     The garden of the heart must be cultivated. The soil must be broken up by deep repentance for sin. Poisonous, Satanic plants must be uprooted. The evil tendencies of the natural heart can be overcome only by earnest effort in the name and strength of Jesus. 
 The sower is not always to meet with disappointment for there is the seed that will fall on the good ground.     #4  The Good Ground

     Of the seed that fell into good ground the Saviour said in verse 23, “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Luke 8:15 says "But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience."  

     The "honest and good heart" of which the parable speaks, is not a heart without sin; for the gospel is to be preached to the lost. Christ said, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." Mark 2:17. He has an honest heart who yields to the conviction of the Holy Spirit. He confesses his guilt, and feels his need of the mercy and love of God. He has a sincere desire to know the truth, that he may obey it. The good heart is a believing heart, one that has faith in the word of God. Without faith it is impossible to receive the word. "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Heb. 11:6.  
     The good-ground hearer receives the word "not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God." 1 Thess. 2:13. Only he who receives the Scriptures as the voice of God speaking to himself is a true learner. He trembles at the word; for to him it is a living reality. He opens his understanding and his heart to receive it.  A knowledge of the truth depends not so much upon strength of intellect as upon pureness of purpose, the simplicity of an earnest, dependent faith. To those who in humility of heart seek for divine guidance, angels of God draw near. The Holy Spirit is given to open to them the rich treasures of the truth.  
     The good-ground hearers, having heard the word, keep it. Satan with all his agencies of evil is not able to catch it away.  God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts. The soul dwelling in the pure atmosphere of holy thought will be transformed by communion with God through the study of Scriptures.  
     "And bring forth fruit." Those who, having heard the word, keep it, will bring forth fruit in obedience. The word of God, received into the soul, will be manifest in good works. Its results will be seen in a Christlike character and life. Christ said of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart." Ps. 40:8. "I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent Me." John 5:30. And the Scripture says, "He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked." 1 John 2:6.  
     The word of God often comes in collision with man's hereditary and cultivated traits of character but the good-ground hearer, in receiving the word, accepts all its conditions and requirements. His habits, customs, and practices are brought into submission to God's word. With the whole heart and with undivided purpose, he is seeking eternal life, and at the cost of loss, persecution, or death itself, he will obey the truth.  
     And he brings forth fruit "with patience." None who receive God's word are exempt from difficulty and trial; but when affliction comes, the true Christian does not become restless, distrustful, or despondent. Though we can not see the definite outcome of affairs, or discern the purpose of God's providences, we are not to cast away our confidence, rather we should cast our cares upon Him, and with patience wait for His salvation.  
     Through conflict the spiritual life is strengthened. The perfect fruit of faith, meekness, and love often matures best amid storm clouds and darkness. Our part is to receive God's word and to hold it fast, yielding ourselves fully to its control, and its purpose in us will be accomplished.  
     Christ said in John 14:23. "If a man love Me, he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." When we have a living connection with the source of all-enduring strength, we shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ and no longer live the common life of selfishness, but Christ will live in us. His character will be reproduced in our nature. Thus shall we bring forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit--"some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred."  
Are you well grounded? Or maybe you heard yourself as a wayside hearer, or maybe a stony ground or thorny ground hearer and you know you need to make decided changes in your life. Only the good ground hearers will be saved. The choice belongs to you, not God. But God will provide the aid.

Shall we pray…
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