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“Be Ye Therefore Perfect” Part 2
The title of the sermon I will speak on today is, “Be Ye Therefore Perfect.” Part 2.
Let us pray…


Matthew 5:48 is the command from Jesus, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
What did we say is the basis of salvation? 
We are saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary. He did it all. 
So we have the basis of salvation on one side.

But we stated that there were conditions of salvation. 
So we will put conditions of salvation on the other side.
There are those who say all you have to do is believe and you will be saved without conditions. That’s cheap grace and not Biblical. Brethren, let us understand that salvation is free, but it wasn’t cheap.

There are most definitely conditions to salvation.

1. Believe - We must believe that Jesus is both our Lord and our Savior. So many people want Jesus as Savior, but not Lord. 
Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t believe in Jesus? No! It is a condition.
2. Repentance - As the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins and what it did to our Savior, it will bring about the spirit of repentance. 
Acts 3:19 says, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t repent? No! Without repentance, which is a godly sorrow, the sins cannot be blotted out; so it is a condition of salvation.
3. Confession - Aware of the sins committed, it is necessary to confess our sins. Is confession required to inform God of what you have done. Not at all because He is aware of every sin, every idle word you have spoken, every evil thought that dwelt in your mind. What is necessary is to confess to God every sin that the Holy Spirit brings to your remembrance and then to confess and ask for forgiveness. 
1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t confess? No! Without confession there is no cleansing. It is a condition.

4. Keep the Commandments – Failure to keep the commandments of God will end in forfeiture of eternal life. 
Matthew 19:16, 17 the scripture says, “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” The word IF that Jesus used makes it conditional. “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Jesus was not making a suggestion to the young man, keeping the commandments is His command to all who are serious about salvation. Can I get to heaven if I am willfully breaking the commandments, even just one? No! It is a condition of salvation.
5. Baptism – Jesus made baptism a condition when He told Nicodemus in 
John 3:5, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Jesus made baptism a condition of salvation. Can I get to heaven if I am not baptized? No!  Jesus Himself began His public ministry in 27 AD by being baptized, and He is our example in all things. But Pastor Vaughn, what about the thief on the cross who Jesus gave assurance of salvation and what about death-bed confessions and inmates on death row who can’t be baptized? The answer is in this question: Did Jesus need to be baptized? No for He was sinless. His baptism would cover every sincere converted sinner that is physically incapable of being baptized. What a Savior.
6. Loving Jesus – James said this in 
James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” Then James said this in 
James 2:5 “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?” Indeed God is the source of love and we are only capable of loving Him by surrendering our will to Him.
When you understand this principle, that the basis of salvation is saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary and the conditions of salvation are believing in Jesus, repentance and confession of our sins and asking for forgiveness, obedience to God’s law, being baptized and loving Jesus; then you will not get tripped up with the false doctrine of once saved, always saved.

The Testimony of Jesus is this, “Cultivate whatever in your character is in harmony with the character of Christ. Cherish those things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report; but put away whatever is unlike our Redeemer. . . . Every soul that gains eternal life must be like Christ, "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners" (Hebrews 7:26).  {HP 160.5}  

Let us now understand an important principle concerning the investigative judgment that has been in session since October 22, 1844, this day now 26 days short of 169 years. The purpose of the investigative judgment is not to decide the eternal destiny of the human race, but to seal the destiny of each individual. God would have everyone to be saved, however each individual determines his or her own destiny.

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
There are perhaps a majority of Christians with no more than a nominal experience who are leaving their eternal salvation to chance. 
You could say a roll of the dice. That would have to be the highest form of gambling as there is no second chance to get it right. 
Those who trust their eternal life to pastors and others that have a misunderstanding of God’s word, will have fools for counselors and themselves to blame when it is too late.

2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

The gospel of salvation reaches out through the grace of God to every seeking human being, but those who will be saved will be perfect people.

The SOP says this, “A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next. Those who are under the instruction of Christ in this world will take every divine attainment with them to the heavenly mansions. And in heaven we are continually to improve. How important, then, is the development of character in this life.”  {COL 332.3}  

Because salvation is not unconditional, neither is justification unconditional.

Romans 2:13 “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”

Isaiah 55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

God’s prophet wrote, “No one who truly loves and fears God will continue to transgress the law in any particular. When man transgresses he is under the condemnation of the law, and it becomes to him a yoke of bondage. Whatever his profession may be he is not justified, which means pardoned.”  {ML 250.3} 

“God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.”  {1SM 366.1}  

This is not hard to understand. God just cannot declare righteous any person who is unwilling to allow God to make them righteous. Justification is obtained by grace through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus.

Paul wrote in Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”
Romans 5:9 “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”

Listen to me carefully now as sanctification, like justification must be understood as wholly the merits of Jesus Christ. 
Justification is the imputed righteousness of Christ to our life record while 
sanctification is the imparted power of Christ living in us to have victory over every sin and temptation. 
We receive both by the grace of God though our faith in what Jesus has done and continues to do. 
Outside the gates of Damascus where Jesus recruited Paul’s service to the young Christian movement, he told him that he was to be sent to the Gentiles; 
Acts 26:18, “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”

God has given every man the power of choice and decision making through which he can choose to accept or reject the free gift of salvation. The SOP defines that the same complete surrender necessary for justification is necessary for sanctification.

“Entire conformity to the will of our Father which is in heaven is alone sanctification, and the will of God is expressed in His holy law. The keeping of all the commandments of God is sanctification. Proving yourselves obedient children to God's word is sanctification. The word of God is to be our guide, not the opinions or ideas of men.”  {RH, March 25, 1902 par. 8}  
This bears repeating and should be better understood, 

“Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is not gained by a happy flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations wrought in the character by feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by long, persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern conflict, 
that we shall overcome. We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience.”  {AA 560.3}  

“Through obedience comes sanctification of body, soul, and spirit. This sanctification is a progressive work, and an advance from one stage of perfection to another.”  {ML 250.4}  
Paul really explains it so well that in reality, sanctification is the work of God in Phil. 2:12, 13:

“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

And in Hebrews 13:20, 21, “Now the God of peace, … Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.”   

I think we can better understand what God’s end time prophet meant when she wrote concerning the robe of Christ’s righteousness that all who are to be saved will be wearing, in COL 311.4, “This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. "All our righteousness are as filthy rags." Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled 
by sin. But the Son of God "was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin." But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. … By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to

Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the
fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.  
 {COL 311.4}
Although endowed with intellect, our first parents were no match for the super intellect of the arch rebel. They dwelt in safety so long as they kept their distance from the forbidden tree and trusting in God’s promises.
But one day Eve proved her distrust in God’s instructions by venturing into an unsafe area near the tree, allowing Satan to have access to her mind. He perverted the truth, making a false accusation against God’s character which His name, and caused Eve to lose confidence in the word of God.
God’s character was twice challenged; first in heaven, then in Eden. Satan has since attacked God’s law saying it cannot be kept. He has attacked God’s Sabbath and thereby God’s throne, His government, His Law and His authority as well.
“Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep the law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan repeat these accusations against God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of God.” {ST Jan. 16, 1896}

Many Christians are under the mistaken notion that the sole purpose of Jesus coming to this earth was for the redemption of man. However the Testimony of Jesus found in PP 68.2 tells us of an additional reason. 

“But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to 
the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was 
to vindicate the character of God before the universe.
In this final generation, God’s church, you and I, have the awesome privilege to vindicate God’s Character, His Name, His Word, His Sabbath,  His Government, His Law, His Authority, His Throne and His Church; before the angels, and before the unfallen worlds and the whole of creation.

It is not for human glorification, but for the glory of the three heavenly Dignitaries of the Godhead. Much more important than our desire to be saved, should be our desire to be 
God’s Vindicators!

This is yet another way of fulfilling the part of the everlasting gospel, Revelation 14:7, “… Fear God, and give glory to him …”
David declared in Psalm 19:7, “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”
Psalm 119:172, “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness.”

Now listen carefully, the law provides the standard of God’s righteousness; Christ provides the power to keep the law.

Perfection of character lies within the will. The role of the will is central to obedience and righteousness. Paul said this in Romans 6:16, 
“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”
So we can conclude, that if we are not fully yielded to the power of the indwelling Christ, we by default have surrendered our wills to Satan. There’s no third option. No decision is a decision for Satan. 

There must be a deliberate decision for Christ. We must accept His salvation. We must give Him permission to work His will in our lives. Through the power of the indwelling Christ we can fulfill the law of God. This is how Paul could say in Galatians 2:20,

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

And why he gave us this instruction, 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Phil. 2:5
Without His power, the claims of the law would be forever beyond the reach of fallen man. In closing, let us read this powerful quotation once more, but with our understanding,
“When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of 
His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”  {COL 311.4}

It’s all about worship and your free will to choose whom you will serve.  
To wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness is your choice.
Let us pray …
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