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February 4, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Buried”

Let us pray… 


Today is a very special day for a very special individual, our dear brother Mc Coy Porter. It wasn’t quite two years ago that we had a good number of college students here at Victory and they went all over the area selling mag-books and finding individuals that would be interested in taking Bible studies. They would then give us the names and addresses of those expressing an interest. Kevin Wahl followed up one such card and guess who it was?


What was so interesting was that Kevin was very hard of hearing. Kevin worked with McCoy until he finished his internship. He turned McCoy over to Carolyn Van Hoy and she faithfully led McCoy through the rest of the journey in scriptural doctrines.


Recognizing the fact that we are given bodies that are the temple of God, McCoy knew that he had to put an end to the willful destruction of the body through the smoking habit. After several attempts, God gave McCoy the victory over this health destroying habit. But let’s look together at those scriptures that our brother studied. 

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 

So God is telling us our bodies are not ours to destroy, they are His temples and He is the owner. We are tenants, not owners, and we are required to keep these temples in the absolute best condition possible. We are to put nothing into these temples that can corrupt the wonderful machinery of these temples. We are to see that these temples get the proper rest and exercise so as to keep them in their peak condition. Anything that would defile the body temple can work to cause a breakdown and disconnect. If we willfully violate the laws of health, yes, if we put into these body temples harmful substances, then we are unfaithful tenants that are agents to destroy. What does the owner say to such rebels?

1 Corinthians 3:16 & 17, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which [temple] ye are.”  Being a Christian is far more than an external act of servitude. 


In order for the mind or the mental to be in the best working condition, the blood must be pure and the physical must be in the best condition, so that the spiritual is not hindered in its maximum possible growth. You see the physical, mental and spiritual are interconnected, so that what affects one, affects the others. We are never to put into our bodies anything that God has forbidden such as the unclean flesh foods and any toxic substances such as caffeine, nicotine and alcohol. That rules out eating the flesh of pigs, shellfish, coffee, tea, chocolate, tobacco, wine and liquors. 


Has God set up these restrictions to deprive our appetites of the things we enjoy? Not at all for He has said in Psalm 84:11 “For the LORD God [is] a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good [thing] will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” To walk uprightly is a key to understanding the will of God. 

So many of us want to live in the will of God, but when our will overrules the revealed will of God, trouble is nearby. God has said clearly in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” And why is there such a requirement? It is because He made us and knows full well what can cause a breakdown in these marvelous temples that will hinder the ultimate function of the three interconnected entities which make us who we are, our physical body, God’s temple, our marvelous minds, and our spiritual being which connects us with the heavenly trio. When all three are healthy, there is a unity through which God can reveal His Word for our understanding and His will so that we may walk the straight and narrow way.

It is only when a person desires to know God’s will that they search it out through the study of God’s Word. They learn that salvation is offered to all and that one can be saved by the grace of God in that which Jesus did for us on the cross. Ephesians 2:8, 9 says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” The scripture is clear, there is nothing that a man or woman can do to earn salvation for Jesus did all the work and through His death on the cross He paid the full price for our redemption. That is the basis of salvation. But there are conditions that we must meet or else salvation is unobtainable. What are those conditions? 

1. Believe – John 3:16. You must believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that the Father gave Him to die for our right to be redeemed. Even though there are people who sincerely believe that all you need to do is believe in Jesus and you will be saved, there are other conditions to salvation. But let me ask on this first condition, could I be saved if I did not believe in Jesus? No, of course not.
2. Repent – Luke 13:3, 5. When we understand that it is the forgiven sins of the redeemed that caused the death of Jesus, it creates within us a godly sorrow which leads to repentance. Could I be saved if I did not repent? No, it is a condition of salvation
3. Confess – 1 John 1:9. We must confess all of our sins and where possible reconcile broken relationships and make restitution of debts owed. Could I be saved if I did not confess my sins? No, it is a condition of salvation.
4. Keep the Commandments (All Ten) – John 14:15; 1 John 2:3 – No one will ever be saved in sin, we are saved from our sins and God imparts the power that we may keep the commandments. Can I be saved if I choose to willfully break God’s Ten Commandments, which such an act God calls iniquity? No, it is a condition of salvation.
There is a 5th condition of salvation and what do you suppose that is?                                                 5. Baptism. By the words that came from the mouth of Jesus in His after sunset talk with Nicodemus in John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Then in verse 5, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  On the words of Jesus, can I be saved if I choose not to be baptized? No, it is a condition of salvation.
          Let us focus in on this 5th condition baptism as we reread together our scripture that my brother just read previously, Romans 6:4-6 “Therefore we are (what) buried with him by baptism into (what) death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” So it represents the believer following Jesus into His death, burial and resurrection. The symbolism is perfect and filled with deep meaning. In baptism the eyes are closed, hands are folded, and breath is suspended as in death. 
         Then comes burial in the water, followed by a resurrection from the watery grave to a new life in Christ. The great difference between Christianity and other religions is simply the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. To keep these three vital acts alive in the minds of Christians until the end of time, the Lord instituted baptism by immersion as a memorial. There is no death, burial and resurrection in other forms of baptism. Only immersion fulfills the meaning of Romans 6:4-6.
	        There are some who would say that they don't believe it is necessary to be baptized at all to be saved. Someone, at this point, might argue that because of the thief on the cross, baptism could not be one of the strict requirements of salvation laid down by our Lord. Did Jesus not promise that vile criminal a place in the kingdom? And he was certainly not baptized! Keep in mind that Jesus did not need to be baptized, however Jesus urged John to baptize Him anyway. He said: "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness." Matthew 3:15.  It was in the infinite wisdom of God, knowing there would be many who would accept Jesus and the salvation offered, but would be physically incapable of being baptized, hence the baptism that Jesus experienced.  He did so vicariously for all such that would be incapable, and since it was physically impossible for the thief to come down, the obedient life of Jesus was imputed to him. That is why God could accept him and Jesus could give him such a glorious assurance of salvation. The baptism of Jesus was credited to him - an act that would have been required of the thief had he been able to fulfill it. Not only the thief on the cross, but the death bed conversion and the condemned on death row, etc. 


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	        Now let us understand the significance of what Paul is saying in Romans 6:4 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:? There has been a death of the old life of sin, which is identified as the "old man." Now that body of evil must be properly disposed of, and Paul says baptism is the occasion for "burying" that crucified nature. By going into the water to conduct a spiritual funeral and to celebrate the new life which has been begotten in the candidate through the Holy Spirit. Paul says we are also memorializing the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Himself. What a meaningful act on the part of newly converted believers! They are giving public witness to the inward transformation which has taken place in their life and are symbolically walking forth into the joys of a new life of obedience and victory.      


	

	

	

	Who Qualifies for Christian Baptism? 



	       Jesus said, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." Matthew 28:19, 20.

       Since baptism is the outward witness of conversion, Christ stipulated that every candidate should be instructed in His basic doctrines before entering the water of baptism. They would need to fully understand the meaning of what they were doing. McCoy has been studying and preparing for about a year and a half.


	       Now the picture is pulling into sharp focus. All the elements of accepting Jesus and being born again must be present before any person is spiritually prepared for baptism. Instruction, faith, repentance, confession and true conversion will always precede the public renouncing of the old life of sinful bondage. 


	

	

	

	

	          It must be emphasized again that there is no magical or miraculous change in the life of a person at the moment of baptism. The death of that old man of sin must precede the funeral service and burial. Even the proper form of administering the ordinance does not guarantee the slightest change in the life of the candidate. That change must take place before the testimony of it can be truthfully expressed. The very worst sinner could be coerced into the baptistery and immersed 50 times with absolutely no effect. He would go down a dry sinner and come up a wet sinner. Unfortunately, large numbers of people have been buried alive by religious leaders and pastors long before they had met the requirements of being dead to sin. 


	
         Does being baptized mean that Satan will not try to make your life difficult any longer when you choose to follow Jesus fully? Every candidate walks out of the water in the strength of a new relationship which guarantees protection against all attacks of the enemy. The power that existed only in promises begins to flow into the daily life experience of these fresh young Christians. Paul wrote: "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear it." 1 Corinthians 10:13. 



	         What an amazing assurance we have in that promise! No child of God will be left to fight the battle alone. All the confederacies of Satan may be arrayed against us, but they cannot contrive a strategy that will separate us from the angelic legions who are assigned to defend us. God assumes the responsibility for creating an escape route by which we can elude the most clever snare that Satan can design. 



	Is Rebaptism Ever Right? 



	         There is another aspect of this subject which should be explored, and it has to do with rebaptism. Is it a denial of the original commitment if a person chooses to enter the water of baptism a second time, or perhaps even more? For what reason, if any, would it be important or even necessary to be baptized again? Does the Bible provide an answer to these questions? It does indeed. The very same inquiries apparently were raised in the early apostolic church, and Acts 19:1-5 explains how Paul dealt with it in Ephesus. "And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." 

        Observe carefully that these Christians at Ephesus had already been baptized by John. Not only was it a legitimate baptism, but they had accepted Christ as the Messiah from John's careful instruction. But under Paul's questioning they confessed to a lack of knowledge regarding the Holy Spirit. The message that Paul shared with them on this subject was of such a nature that they felt it necessary to be baptized again. So even if one had been baptized at an earlier age, and since found out that they have been living a life of iniquity and had been breaking God’s seventh day Sabbath, which constitutes spiritual adultery, the need for re-baptism is a necessity.


	

	

	

	         How can people really be sure that they are ready for baptism? Should they wait until they feel absolutely certain they will never make a mistake? Definitely not. In fact, feeling has nothing to do with their readiness. But they must be perfectly settled in their innermost soul that Christ has performed the new birth miracle in their lives. They must be able to comfortably put their own name into the beautiful messianic promise of Isaiah 53; turn there please. Each candidate for baptism should be able to read verse 5 like this: “But he was wounded for my transgressions, he was bruised for my iniquities: the chastisement of my peace was upon him, and with his stripes I am healed.” 


	
        And so McCoy, you love the Lord, and recognize that He has died for your sins. By faith you have accepted His atoning death in your behalf. The transforming grace of Jesus has brought peace and assurance into your life for the first time. You have made the most important decision of your life. The Spirit inquires, "Why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized." 




