October 13, 2007

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“Worship by Default”

The title of today’s sermon is “Worship by Default” 
Let us seek God’s guidance…
What exactly is meant by this sermon title, “Worship by Default?” Well let’s take the bookend words of the title and examine their meanings. Worship according to the Merriam Webster Online Dictionary “worship” is “reverence offered a divine being or supernatural power.”
Default by the same resource means “failure to do something required by duty or law.”
So we can see that worship by default could be explained as a failure to keep God’s law all the while one believes they are showing God proper respect and reverence.

Now let’s see how Jesus would describe worship by default in Matthew 15:8, 9 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

In combined meaning, Webster is saying that reverence is due Divinity, but there is a failure to do something required by law. Jesus says worshipers who have replaced His commandments with commandments of men, amounts to mere lip service and vain worship. 

Vain worship is Cain worship. When God instituted the system of sacrificing a spotless lamb to represent the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, it was an expressed commandment that allowed no deviation. Abel complied in every detail. Cain devised his own plan, one that was far less messy and required no loss of innocent life. But, in every situation, deviation from God’s expressed command amounts to rebellion against God. So Cain brought the very best of his produce and watched in a stunned silence as his plan was rejected and Abel’s sacrifice was consumed; leading him to rise up in anger and in a fit of jealousy, picking up a large rock he vented his wrath by crushing his brother’s head. The very plan to avoid the mess had cost an innocent life, giving Satan a line of seed to bolster his devices through human sources in the great controversy with Christ. Worship by default is vain worship and amounts to Cain worship, substituting God’s command with man’s faulty plan. If you take a single commandment of God and substitute a plan of man, it is Cain worship, it is worship by default.  
With this understanding 99% plus who profess the Christian faith, stand guilty before the judgment bar of God and the indictment will soon be handed down.
Why is the world seemingly spinning out of control, why are nations facing the most perplexing problems for which there is no apparent remedies, why has the love of many waxed cold, why is natural affection waning and many of the young who survive a mother’s thoughts to abort, are left to fend for themselves with no spiritual direction, why is disease and pestilence increasing and becoming resistant to known supposed cures, why is there wars and unmerciful bloodshed in our cities, why are the sports centers filled when the nominal churches are empty, why, why? 

Man can give his answers through fallible reasoning based on poor logic, but the answer to all of life’s problems is in the Word of God.   

Revelation 12:12 “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”
We have no idea when Lucifer was created. We do know that he was the most beautiful, most intelligent and the most blessed of all of God’s creations, for he was given an office with duties that gave him a seat of honor, a position to the left hand of God the Father’s throne.

Lucifer was not to be worshipped, but he was to have his authority respected. God made him a sinless being and like all of God’s creatures throughout the universe, he was given the right to choose to obey God, or to engage in the unthinkable - disobedience. 
Let us read his sad story in Ezekiel 28:11-19 “Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus,” I must pause here as verses 11-19 present a dirge upon the king of Tyrus, but this could not possibly be limited in its application to the Tyrian prince. The imagery so far transcends that which a local human limited in time and space could have accomplished. There is no doubt, nor is there argument to the contrary, that these verses do indeed apply to Lucifer in his fallen state as Satan. Continuing, “…and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”  

“Iniquity” according to the Merriam Webster Online Dictionary is “gross injustice : wickedness : a wicked act or thing : sin.” And we know sin by Bible definition is, according to 1 John 3:4 “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Sin occurs when one willfully chooses to break any one of God’s expressed commandments. 

I took a chance to see what the definition of sin would be according to the Merriam Webster Online Dictionary and low and behold it defined sin as “the transgression of the law of God.”
Let us digress and go back to a time before sin exposed its ugly face. Heretofore unknown to any created being in the entire universe, was iniquity dwelling in the heart of a created being. And what was that sin that birthed many more sins? Covetousness, as we read in Isaiah 14:12-14, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” 
Coveting God’s throne and desiring to have the close relationship with  the Father as did the Father with the Son, Lucifer compounded his iniquity by failing to love God supreme, and from there he began the great controversy with the very One for whom he owed his existence. No longer able to keep within himself he began to manufacture the false witness against God and severely misrepresented the Just and Holy God before his closest and most trusted angels. From there the dissatisfaction and lies spread like a cancer through the corridors of heaven until half of the angels in heaven were tainted by the miasma of this foul individual. 

Given much latitude to realize the error of his way and time to turn it around and be reinstated, he used up the mercy shown to him by the Royal Godhead. Five times in Isaiah 14, verses 13 and 14 Satan said what he will do as we have just read. We are never to trifle with the mercy of God for in the 28th chapter of Ezekiel God’s justice was pronounced upon him in verse 16-19, God answered appropriately with six things that He will do as we read, “By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.”  
By God’s own word Satan the arch-terrorist and his angels and all of the rebellious lost of all the ages shall be destroyed and shall be ashes and be as though they have never been, so says God in verse 19, “All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.”  When God says “NEVER,” when will never end? “NEVER!”
The path chosen by Lucifer is an object lesson for every child of God, for until we breathe our last, or until probation ends, whichever comes first, Satan will not rest until he has secured the downfall of those who profess to be God’s remnant people of this, the last generation on planet earth.
God never created a devil, for it was Lucifer himself that was the sole designing craftsman in his own downfall. God forced no one to love Him and all that are lost will be lost as a result of their own foolish choices. For God so loved fallen man so much, that He withheld nothing to save him, yet fallen man must be the one to resist, to persevere, to overcome and to hold fast. 
In this final generation that is soon to draw to a close, why aren’t people paying heed to the many warnings in God’s word? Why to they not hear Peter in 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Do people really believe that their finite intellect is a match for one who was endowed with the highest intellect of all created beings and has studied human nature these almost six thousand years. 
Do they not read their Bibles and discover that in Matthew 24, speaking of this very generation that Jesus in answer to the disciple’s question in verse 3, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 

The very first words out of the mouth of Jesus, the Son of God, to our generation in verse 4 was a warning, “Take heed that no man deceive you.” Take heed means pay attention for deception shall abound. The very next verse He said, “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.” A second warning about deception and in verse 11, He gave the third warning about deception when He said, “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” Satan produced a large crop of false prophets in this the time of the end because He knew that God was going to have His true prophet that would guide the faithful remnant through the last days, with greater understanding of the scriptures, as they relate to the last, everlasting gospel, that is to be preached to fallen man before probation ends.
In verse 13 He told us to, “…endure unto the end…” I submit to you that Christians no longer know the meaning of endurance, as God is mocked with the raucous celebrations and the cheap grace substitute of the sin loving Christians of this generation. Jesus said we are to endure and I looked up that word in my Merriam Webster Online Dictionary and found the following meanings: “to undergo (as a hardship) especially without giving in, to suffer;” also “to remain firm under suffering or misfortune without yielding.” Amen?

My brothers and sisters deception is in the land, it is in the Christian church, it is in this movement that we love, that God has raised up, that are to live to His honor and glory. 
A fourth time in verses 23 and 24 Jesus warned this generation again about deception when He said, “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” We have four warnings about deception and two solid warnings about false prophets.
We are living in the generation that uses their senses as a guide to determine what they think must be true. What they see with their eyes and what they hear with their ears is their basis for fact. “Its right,” they say, “because it feels right.” No longer do the majority sing the heavenly hymns that God inspired His people to write, for the 7-11 songs projected on the screens help bring about an emotional state that causes the senses to detect the working of a spirit amongst the congregation. But understand this that God’s Holy Spirit cannot dwell in a bedlam of noise and so therefore the unholy spirit gladly takes up the void and receives the worship by default. 

No longer do they have time to study the scriptures written with the “thees” and the “thous” in tact, when there are so many user-friendly versions in simple English and written in a non-offending format that will suit any lifestyle. No longer do they spend hours searching for the hidden gems of truth, rather they occasionally give a few minutes in surface reading for appearances sake. No longer do the pulpits sound the warnings and preach the truth as the doctrines are no longer relevant and the new theologies are so much more soothing to the ears that itch. They are not even aware that they are fulfilling Isaiah 30:10 when they say, “…to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, and prophesy deceits:”  
Deceit is what they want and Satan has a smorgasbord of deceits to share with his Christian flocks the world over. Take your pick or take it all. How about Sunday sacredness and salvation without obedience? Eat anything you like without restriction, in any quantity and drink to feel good and numb the pain. Baptize your infants and you might as well go on sinning until Jesus comes because you’re not God you’re just weak humanity that can’t help himself. Jesus had to have an advantage over us, so just believe and try to live good lives. Go to Psychics and astrologers, even a séance won’t hurt. Self-esteem is good and do not deprive yourself of any thing that you can buy or charge. Modern drugs will help you live longer lives in spite of the side effects. Revelation 18:23 says “…by thy sorceries are the nations deceived.” The Greek word for sorceries is “pharmakeia” which means medications and witchcraft. From this word “pharmakeia” we get the words “pharmacy” and “pharmaceuticals.” God’s word says the nations were deceived by these medications. The prophet of God said in Medical Ministry Page 228, “Nothing should be put into the human system that will leave a baleful influence behind.” Baleful influence is side effects. Why did God warn us about drug medications in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy? Because he knew that drugs would have a paralyzing effect upon the mind and lower the resistance to the assaults of Satan.

Christendom today says just believe in Jesus and you will get caught up in the rapture and your worldly friends won’t know where you went. It is further believed that just in case you miss the rapture, there will be a second chance in the seven additional years to get it right. The temple mount in Jerusalem is to be the home of Jesus when the millennium starts and the whole world will live in peace; another doctrine of the deluded minds of men.
There are today in excess of 1.1 billion Roman Catholics in this world and 453 million Evangelicals, forging a combined effort to bring about a universal Christian faith, as ecumenism is the key, so their deluded minds believe. There is an organization called, “Evangelicals and Catholics Together,” that for 13 years now are hastening the formation of the image to the beast. 
The dumb dogs that will not bark for fear of offending and putting their paychecks and pensions at risk, are the modern day disseminators of lies that constitute an all out rebellion against God while appearing pious in their self-deceptions.
As I stated earlier, we can see that worship by default could be explained as a failure to keep God’s law all the while one believes they are showing God proper respect and reverence.

And as this movement God raised up has for the most part become a denomination wallowing in the Omega of apostasy, she aptly fits the description given her by Jesus in Revelation 3:15, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” Looking down to our day Jesus saw the lukewarm condition of the church and it makes Him sick. He sees fig trees with nothing but leaves.

The structure says, verse 17, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;” 
Yet Jesus answers back, “…knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”
That is the true condition of the Christian world in general and the Seventh-day Adventist church in particular. But God has always had a faithful remnant and today within the Seventh-day Adventist church there is still a remnant that Satan passionately hates as that is so stated in Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” The remnant believers are God’s true Abel worshippers while everyone else who attempts to obtain salvation through the doctrines of men are Cain worshippers, vain worshippers, and worshippers by default.

For centuries men and women have endured the faith and overcame by the word, many losing their lives trying to bring the saving messages to others bound for Christ-less graves, and still others massacred because they would not yield their faith in one single area.

Rather then being willing to lay all on the altar for Jesus we want to find a reason why it’s okay to ignore the counsels on diets and foods, so that our appetites are not totally deprived of those things we crave, or we try to find a reason to still wear something that God said “Take off.” Or we don’t want to witness because we may face rejection. Would Jesus still be our Savior if He feared rejection?

Many outside the Seventh-day Adventist Church will be lost and will with joy receive the mark of the beast while believing the seal of God is an enemy of Christianity. Sunday just feels right, they say, why it just seems so sacred. 

Listen to me now, patient endurance and forsaking all for Christ is expected of the remnant of God. Any person professing Jesus that puts a family member before God; that compromises God’s law so as not to cause family problems; that takes a test or goes to class on God’s Sabbath, because that’s what the man requires, worships by default.

Listen to Jesus. He makes it perfectly clear what a follower of Jesus really is: Matthew 10:37 “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” Following Jesus involves a cross and no family member should ever be loved more than Jesus.

Now listen to how Dr. Luke recorded the words of Jesus in chapter 14:26, 27, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” The word hate as used here does not have the same exact meaning as it does in the emotional sense today. It is taken from the Greek word “miseo” which means to “love less.” To violate Christ’s teaching in this sense is to worship by default.

Jesus used the word hate again in John 15:18, 19 and this time the Greek word is misos meaning to detest. He said, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” But isn’t the problem that we want the world to love us? Isn’t that why we don’t spread the gospel to all we meet, because we don’t want them to hate us. Brothers and sisters let’s wake up for God is calling for holy boldness today.

Jesus made it clear what the cost would be for those unwilling to forsake all in Luke 14:33 “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” This was covered in today’s Sabbath School lesson, the parable of the Great Supper.

Now listen to the words of Jesus about those who do forsake all for Christ, Matthew 19:29 “And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.”
In closing I read this counsel from GC page 606 “As the time comes for it (the third angel’s message) to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them.”
Listen to this now as you want to be one of these, same book GC page 612 “Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.  

Be sober, be vigilant, persevere, overcome and hold fast, …

Shall we pray…
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